
Dr. Harry Xagle 
President, Soaiety of American Bacteriologists 
National Institutes of Health 
Beti eeda, ?Wyland 

Dear Harryr 

I um writing to the subject of the enclosed memorandum on Wcoamic m5ofo- 
biolaly'. f am very much afraid that events are moving eo fast from fantaa- 
tlo epeuulation to acaoznplished faate that tiorobiology may liars mme unique 
opportunitie&. &en havtig thought about this for several we&e, I find it 
dif'f'lmlt to eupprees my owm amusewmt at p=oposals on 'lunar biology', but 
a momsnt’s sober ref”lecrtion, und some glances in the avening skies bring 
em back to what is today'e reality. 

SSntx~ that memorandum WRB wrftten, I have read In Science and in the news- 
papere that the 4DS has opened cst least one channel to the missile-i&e, and 
that there ia some thought of' bfolagical experimentation. mat the nemqqmrs 
have to ray about the proposed experiment, the eff'uct of weip&tlaesness on 
yeast growth, is not very encouraging, but may ha mislead%ng. If nothing else, 
it is obvious that much more detailed information should be made available to 
mlorobiologlete on propoeed expariaents for thefr int"omation, and to elicit 
their ideaa. I myself would eugReet, for exmple, that lyaogenic indu&ion 
muld be a far more infonative indiaator of radfobiological effects that 
mtght be telemetered, In any uase, the issue developed in the enclssed zmo- 
rmdum in of far greater scope. 

Kg tactical proposal is that the Estional Acadzqf of Sciemes aTpint an 
ad hoc committee on extra-terrestrial microbiology, aa its findings would 
probably be accepted sre more authqritattvs them those of my other scientific 
groerp, for the neeuezmwy reprtwantatfona to satellite pollcy-rnakfng machfnery. 
It is also obvious that som channel of comunication would be needed to the 
Huasima, and recent experienae sqgeste that this aould be far more construc- 

b$w rr#'betwWM the Hational Academ%ea of Scrienoe in Washington and Yoseow, 
&WB Urm@k~~poli.tical or diplomatic channels. 

I hkw already mitten tentatively to Bronk, eom weeke ago, witFIout 
having had any reply. I think that the SAB could do a great &al w:@wf the 
matter moving by making a strong representation, through the ?TRO, on the urrencp 
of the situation. It might also follow Ferry Wileon's eug~eation af its owm 
ad hoc study aormittee, but I think it would be wiser to trynto &h& &he Acade!v 
in motion before mltiplylng CormAtteee, 



T!le enclosed letter has been sent to a number of people, inaluding 
Dave Goddard, aa Chairman of the Botany section of the NM. It is also 
golng into the SAB newsletter. Dean Cowie, aththe Carnegie Institution 
Dept. Terrestrial :kgneMsra in Washington is also deeply interested In 
this-- we are planning to wrfte a joint note for Soience that will expand 
on the memo. I would appreoiate your aonsulting with him on any immediate 
move8 in Washington. 

Perry made the obvious pointbof the analogy betkreen the irmnediate ieeue 
and Antarctio microbiology. We ban hope for a more satisfactory outcome on 
this issue, which is plainly of irmneasurably greater fnportanoe. 

With all beet regards, 

Yours efn.zererly, 

Joshua tedarbcwg 
C&airman, Department of 

Medical; Genetfcs 


